
1 JOHN 5:7 DOCUMENTATION

THE SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST BIBLE COMMENTARY:

“The passage as given in the KJV is in no Greek MS earlier than the 15th and 16th centuries. 
The disputed words found their way into the KJV by way of the Greek text of Erasmus (see 
Vol. V, p. 141). It is said that Erasmus offered to include the disputed words in his Greek 
Testament if he were shown even one Greek MS that contained them. A library in Dublin 
produced such a MS (known as 34), and Erasmus included the passage in his text. It is now 
believed that the later editions of the Vulgate acquired the passage by the mistake of a scribe 
who included an exegetical marginal comment in the Bible text that he was copying. The 
disputed words have been widely used in support of the doctrine of the Trinity, but, in view of 
such overwhelming evidence against their authenticity, their support is valueless and should 
not be used. In spite of their appearance in the Vulgate A Catholic Commentary on Holy 
Scripture freely admits regarding these words: “It is now generally held that this passage, 
called the Comma Johanneum, is a gloss that crept into the text of the Old Latin and Vulgate 
at an early date, but found its way into the Greek text only in the 15th and 16th centuries” 
(Thomas Nelson and Sons, 1951, p. 1186).” — (The Seventh-day Adventist Bible 
Commentary, vol. 7, p. 675) https://archive.org/stream/SdaBibleCommentary1980/SdaBc-
7%20%2862%29%201%20John#page/n59/mode/2up

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST BIBLICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE:

The Seventh day Adventist Biblical Research Institute also admits this text in 1 John 5:7 is 
added. So their final conclusion and advice to Seventh day Adventists was “...you should not 
use this text.” https://adventistbiblicalresearch.org/materials/bible-nt-texts/1-john-57
If that link doesn't work, you can see it here => http://sidnash.org/docs/BRI-1John5.7.pdf

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST SABBATH SCHOOL QUARTERLY:

“In some versions of the Bible the words “in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit’
and these three are one. And there are three that bear witness on earth” appear in 1 John 5:7,
8 (NKJV). The only problem is they are a later addition, not found in the original manuscripts.

“Among biblical scholars there is agreement that this statement is not genuine and has been 
added, probably to support the doctrine of the Trinity…” — (Sabbath School Bible Study 
Guide: July – Sept 2009, p. 108)

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST ELLEN G. WHITE ESTATE:

Question about 1 John 5:7
Question: “Some years ago I had read some of your publications. At the time I seem to 
remember a discussion of the devinity of Christ. A refference to 1 John 5:7 was quoated but I 
cannot find it...can you please tell me where this strong scriptual argument is used?
Thanking you in advance, dws”
Answer: “Thank you for contacting the Ellen G. White Estate. In answer to your question, 
though I have to tell you that I have not found any place in the published writings of Ellen G. 
White where she quotes this passage.
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Perhaps that is just as well, because it may not be such a “strong scriptural argument” after 
all. The verse appears in no ancient Greek manuscript earlier than about the 13th century 
A.D. That is, despite its inclusion in the 1611 original of the King James Version translation 
into English, it is highly unlikely that it was in the *original* version of 1 John as John wrote it. 
No modern Bible translation that I am aware of includes it in the text except the New King 
James Version, and even this version carries a footnote about the text's absence from Greek 
manuscripts until relatively recent times. Apparently, it is some scribe's note to himself about 
the trinity, originally written in the margin of the manuscript he was copying, and later 
incorporated into the text by another scribe who may have been uncertain about whether or 
not it was a correction that belonged in the text; in any case, he opted to include it there.” — 
http://ellenwhite.org/content/file/did-ellen-g-white-believed-doctrine-trinity#document

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST MINISTRY MAGAZINE:

R.M. Johnston: “The term “Trinity” is nowhere to be found in the Bible... Nor need we be 
disturbed by the knowledge that certain words in 1 John 5:7, 8 are spurious additions that 
found their way into our King James Version from certain manuscripts of the Latin Vulgate, 
where they originated. For while it is true that no formal statement of the doctrine can be 
found in the most reliable Biblical manuscripts, nevertheless a comparison of Scripture with 
Scripture makes any contrary teaching untenable.” — (R. M. Johnston, Ministry, Nov 1964, 
What can we know about the Holy Trinity?)

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST PIONEERS:

D.W. HULL: “The objector contends that Christ and his Father are one person, and in proof of 
his position quotes 1 John 5:7. “For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the
Word, and the Holy Spirit; and these three are one.” This is claimed as very strong proof in 
support of the trinity. The three persons are spoken of as God, the Father, God, the Son, and 
God, the Holy Ghost. I believe I may safely say that, aside from scripture, no such license 
would be allowable. Men have been so used to perverting scripture, and taking advantage of 
terms, and pressing them into their service, that they do not realize the magnitude of the 
crime as they otherwise would. The same expression is frequently used about man and wife; 
yet no person doubts that a man and his wife are two separate persons, inasmuch as they 
may be separated by hundreds of miles. Dr. A. Clarke expressly says that this passage[1 
John 5:7] is an interpolation. See his Commentary in loco.” — (D. W. Hull, Review and Herald 
November 10, 1859)

J.N. LOUGHBOROUGH: “The word Trinity nowhere occurs in the Scriptures. The principal 
text supposed to teach it is 1 John i, 7, which is an interpolation” — (J.N. Loughborough, RH, 
Nov 5, 1861)

Ellen White confirms changes have been made to Scripture.

“I saw that God had especially guarded the Bible; yet when copies of it were few, learned men
had in some instances changed the words, thinking that they were making it more plain, when
in reality they were mystifying that which was plain, by causing it to lean to their established 
views, which were governed by tradition.” — (E.G. White, EW, 220.2, 1882)

This text is also missing from nearly all Bible translations.
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