
SEPARATION

2 Corinthians 6:16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple 
of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. 17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 18 And will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

The faith which for centuries was held and taught by the Waldensian Christians was in 
marked contrast to the false doctrines put forth from Rome. Their religious belief was founded 
upon the written word of God, the true system of Christianity. But those humble peasants, in their 
obscure retreats, shut away from the world, and bound to daily toil among their flocks and their 
vineyards, had not by themselves arrived at the truth in opposition to the dogmas and heresies of 
the apostate church. Theirs was not a faith newly received. Their religious belief was their 
inheritance from their fathers. They contended for the faith of the apostolic church,—“the faith 
which was once delivered unto the saints.” Jude 3. “The church in the wilderness,” and not the 
proud hierarchy enthroned in the world's great capital, was the true church of Christ, the guardian 
of the treasures of truth which God has committed to His people to be given to the world. 

Among the leading causes that had led to the separation of the true church from 
Rome was the hatred of the latter toward the Bible Sabbath. As foretold by prophecy, the 
papal power cast down the truth to the ground. The law of God was trampled in the dust, while the
traditions and customs of men were exalted. The churches that were under the rule of the papacy 
were early compelled to honor the Sunday as a holy day. Amid the prevailing error and 
superstition, many, even of the true people of God, became so bewildered that while they 
observed the Sabbath, they refrained from labor also on the Sunday. But this did not satisfy the 
papal leaders. They demanded not only that Sunday be hallowed, but that the Sabbath be 
profaned; and they denounced in the strongest language those who dared to show it honor. It was
only by fleeing from the power of Rome that any could obey God's law in peace. 
(See Appendix.) GC 64.2 - 65.1

After a long and severe conflict, the faithful few decided to dissolve all union with 
the apostate church if she still refused to free herself from falsehood and idolatry. They 
saw that separation was an absolute necessity if they would obey the word of God. They 
dared not tolerate errors fatal to their own souls, and set an example which would imperil the faith 
of their children and children's children. To secure peace and unity they were ready to make any 
concession consistent with fidelity to God; but they felt that even peace would be too dearly 
purchased at the sacrifice of principle. If unity could be secured only by the compromise of truth 
and righteousness, then let there be difference, and even war. GC 45.3

As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third angel's 
message, but have not been sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their 
position and join the ranks of the opposition. By uniting with the world and partaking of its 
spirit, they have come to view matters in nearly the same light; and when the test is brought, 
they are prepared to choose the easy, popular side. Men of talent and pleasing address, who 
once rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers to deceive and mislead souls. They become the 
most bitter enemies of their former brethren. When Sabbathkeepers are brought before the courts
to answer for their faith, these apostates are the most efficient agents of Satan to 
misrepresent and accuse them, and by false reports and insinuations to stir up the rulers against 
them. GC 608.2
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By this time the 144,000 were all sealed and perfectly united. On their foreheads was 
written, God, New Jerusalem, and a glorious Star containing Jesus’ new name. [Revelation 3:12.] 
At our happy, holy state the wicked were enraged, and would rush violently up to lay hands on us 
to thrust us in prison, when we would stretch forth the hand in the name of the Lord, and the 
wicked would fall helpless to the ground. Then it was that the synagogue of Satan knew that 
God had loved us who could wash one another's feet, and salute the holy brethren with a 
holy kiss, and they worshipped at our feet. [Revelation 3:9.].... WLF 14.3

You[Bro. Eli Curtis, New York City] think, that those who worship before the saint's feet, 
(Revelation 3:9), will at last be saved. Here I must differ with you; for God shew me that this 
class were professed Adventists, who had fallen away, and “crucified to themselves the 
Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.” And in the “hour of temptation,” which is 
yet to come, to show out every one's true character, they will know that they are forever lost; and 
overwhelmed with anguish of spirit, they will bow at the saint's feet. -E. G. White, WLF 12.2 

Revelation 18:1 And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having 
great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. 2 And he cried mightily with a strong 
voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and 
the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 3 For all nations have 
drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed 
fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her 
delicacies. 4 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, 
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 5 For her sins 
have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. 6 Reward her even as she 
rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her works: in the cup which she hath filled
fill to her double.

"Suddenly another voice rings out from heaven, 'Come out of her, my people!' The humble,
sincere, devoted children of God, of whom there are some still left, and who sigh and cry over the 
abominations done in the land, heed the voice, wash their hands of her sins, separate from her 
communion, escape, and are saved, while Babylon becomes the victim of the just judgments of 
God. There are stirring times before the church. Let us be ready for the crisis.

The fact that God's people are called out so as not to be partakers of her sins, shows that it
is not till a certain time that people become guilty by being connected with Babylon; and this 
explains how it can be said of the 144,000 (Rev. 14 :4), many of whom are the very ones here 
called out, that they were not defiled with women." -Uriah Smith DaR1897, page 672-673

God has a church. It is not the great cathedral, neither is it the national establishment, neither is it 
the various denominations; it is the people who love God and keep His commandments. “Where 
two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them.” [Matthew 18:20.] 
Where Christ is even among the humble few, this is Christ’s church, for the presence of the 
high and holy One who inhabiteth eternity can alone constitute a church. Where two or three are 
present who love and obey the commandments of God, Jesus there presides... -Ellen White 
(Lt108-1886.17)
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