
Holy Spirit of the "Fundamental Principles"
God calls upon us to hold firmly to the fundamental principles that are based upon unquestionable authority. 
-Ellen White, 8T 298.2 

Introduction to the 1889 Fundamental Principles
As elsewhere stated, Seventh-day Adventists have no creed but the Bible; but they hold to certain well-defined 
points of faith, for which they feel prepared to give a reason “to every man that asketh” them. The following 
propositions may be taken as a summary of the principal features of their religious faith, upon which there is, 
so far as we know, entire unanimity throughout the body. They believe,— FP1889 147.1

I. That there is one God, a personal, spiritual being, the creator of all things, omnipotent, omniscient, and 
eternal; infinite in wisdom, holiness, justice, goodness, truth, and mercy; unchangeable, and everywhere 
present by his representative, the Holy Spirit. Psalm 139:7. FP1889 147.2
...
XVII. That as the natural or carnal heart is at enmity with God and his law, this enmity can be subdued only by 
a radical transformation of the affections, the exchange of unholy for holy principles; that this transformation 
follows repentance and faith, is the special work of the Holy Spirit, and constitutes regeneration, or 
conversion. FP1889 150.5
...
XIX. That the Spirit of God was promised to manifest itself in the church through certain gifts, enumerated 
especially in 1 Corinthians 12 and Ephesians 4; that these gifts are not designed to supersede, or take the 
place of, the Bible, which is sufficient to make us wise unto salvation, any more than the Bible can take the 
place of the Holy Spirit; that, in specifying the various channels of its operation, that Spirit has simply made 
provision for its own existence and presence with the people of God to the end of time, to lead to an 
understanding of that word which it had inspired, to convince of sin, and to work a transformation in the heart 
and life; and that those who deny to the Spirit its place and operation, do plainly deny that part of the Bible 
which assigns to it this work and position. FP1889 150.7

What is Grace?
Unmerited Favor/Mercy

... We shall then be able to tell the lost concerning the plan of salvation,—that while the world was lying under 
the curse of sin, the Lord presented terms of mercy to the fallen and hopeless sinner, and revealed the value 
and meaning of his     grace.      Grace     is     unmerited favor. ... our sinfulness calls for the exercise of grace from a 
merciful God. It was grace that sent our Saviour to seek us as wanderers and bring us back to the fold. ST 
December 19, 1892, par. 2

The Scripture answers, “We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath 
before ordained that we should walk in them.” In his divine arrangement, through his     unmerited favor, the Lord 
has ordained that good works shall be rewarded. We are accepted through Christ's merit alone; and the acts of
mercy, the deeds of charity, which we perform, are the fruits of faith; and they become a blessing to us; for men
are to be rewarded according to their works. It is the fragrance of the merit of Christ that makes our good 
works acceptable to God, and it is     grace     that enables us to do the works for which he rewards us. Our works in
and of themselves have no merit. When we have done all that it is possible for us to do, we are to count 
ourselves as unprofitable servants. We deserve no thanks from God. We have only done what it was our duty 
to do, and our works could not have been performed in the strength of our own sinful natures. RH January 29, 
1895, par. 4

 It is only through the unmerited grace of Christ that any man can find entrance into the city of God. COL 394.3

Hebrews 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace to help in time of need.
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Transforming Agency, Power, Strength, Redemptive

The Holy Spirit comes to the soul as a Comforter. By the transforming     agency of His grace, the image of God 
is reproduced in the disciple; he becomes a new creature. Love takes the place of hatred, and the heart 
receives the divine similitude. This is what it means to live “by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God.” This is eating the Bread that comes down from heaven. DA 391.1

    ... Each(John & Judas) possessed serious defects of character; and each had access to the divine grace 
that transforms character. But while one in humility was learning of Jesus, the other revealed that he was not a 
doer of the word, but a hearer only. One, daily dying to self and overcoming sin, was sanctified through the 
truth; the other, resisting the transforming power of grace and indulging selfish desires, was brought into 
bondage to Satan. AA 558.1
    Such transformation of character as is seen in the life of John is ever the result of communion with Christ. 
There may be marked defects in the character of an individual, yet when he becomes a true disciple of Christ, 
the power of divine grace transforms and sanctifies him. Beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, he is 
changed from glory to glory, until he is like Him whom he adores. AA 559.1

When through repentance and faith we accept Christ as our Saviour, the Lord pardons our sins, and remits the
penalty prescribed for the transgression of the law. The sinner then stands before God as a just person; he is 
taken into favor with Heaven, and through the Spirit has fellowship with the Father and the Son. Then there is 
yet another work to be accomplished, and this is of a progressive nature. The soul is to be sanctified through 
the truth. And this also is accomplished through faith. For it is only by the grace of Christ, which we receive 
through faith, that the character can be transformed. ST November 3, 1890, par. 1

No deep-seated love for Jesus can dwell in the heart that does not realize its own sinfulness. The soul that is 
transformed by the grace of Christ will admire His divine character; but if we do not see our own moral 
deformity, it is unmistakable evidence that we have not had a view of the beauty and excellence of Christ. SC 
65.1

2 Corinthians 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
Romans 3:24 Being justified freely by his grace     through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:

2 Thessalonians 2:16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved us, and 
hath given us everlasting consolation   and   good hope   through     grace,

The Spirit of Christ
Some seem to feel that they must be on probation, and must prove to the Lord that they are reformed, before 
they can claim His blessing. But they may claim the blessing of God even now. They must have His grace, the 
Spirit of Christ, to help their infirmities, or they cannot resist evil. Jesus loves to have us come to Him just as 
we are, sinful, helpless, dependent. We may come with all our weakness, our folly, our sinfulness, and fall at 
His feet in penitence. It is His glory to encircle us in the arms of His love and to bind up our wounds, to cleanse
us from all impurity. SC 52.2

Only to those who wait humbly upon God, who watch for His guidance and grace, is the Spirit given. The 
power of God awaits their demand and reception. This promised blessing, claimed by faith, brings all other 
blessings   in its train. It is given according to the riches of the grace of Christ, and He is ready to supply every 
soul according to the capacity to receive. DA 672.1

Some More Blessings/Gifts of the Spirit: 
Wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discernment, tongues... 1 Cor. 12:7-11

Purpose of the Spirit gifts: “For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
an, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ...” Eph. 4:12-16
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